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Marching Band in Chicago
The Cuyahoga Falls Tiger Marching Band performed in the McDonald’s Thanksgiving Day Parade on Thursday, November
22" It was a cold, 28-degree day but our Tigers performed well. As we traveled down the parade route our band was greeted
with enthusiastic applause. We received a healthy amount of television coverage because of the people getting married in front
of us. Our band has gone many places and done many things, but seeing our children on live national television might be one
of our proudest moments. Thank you to the IMP for purchasing that beautiful new banner.

Our trip to Chicago was very successful. On Wednesday we went shopping at the Water Tower Place on Michigan Avenue in
Downtown Chicago. After checking in to our rooms at the Hyatt, the children enjoyed some downtime before the semi-formal
dinner dance. After eating an interesting interpretation of spaghetti and meatballs (with a bed of celery and carrots
underneath.....), the program continued with few surprises. After the program ended, our students got out on the dance floor
and showed us some of their best moves. There were over 1000 high school band students in attendance at the dinner/dance.
Our children looked VERY NICE.

Thursday started rather early for us (breakfast at 6:00am). Once we moved into the staging area for the parade, we hung out
down there for about an hour and a half. To keep from freezing to death, we dusted off some of our favorite songs that we
weren't playing in the parade and played them for the other bands (These Boots, Roboto, etc.). Once the parade began, we
were mainly concerned with not running into the float in front of us. The band looked and sounded great in the parade.
Afterwards, we took our group photo and enjoyed some downtime at the hotel. We traveled to the Museum of Science and
Industry and the Sears Tower later in the afternoon. After returning to the hotel, the children came down to the banquet room
for Thanksgiving Dinner. DJ Nivens delivered the Blessing. The food was incredible. We were served turkey, stuffing, mashed
potatoes, vegetables, cranberry sauce, pumpkin pie, and STARBUCKS COFFEE (notice the smiles on the faces of the adults
here). We had a special visitor on Friday evening. Mrs. Beth Poynton (formerly Miss McFarren) drove up to visit us. Mrs.
Poynton (always Miss McFarren to us Falls people) stayed and hung out with us for game night that evening and breakfast the
following morning.

Friday was a busy day. After checking out of the hotel, we went on a mini-bus tour of the city, which included stops to the
United Center (home of the Chicago Bulls), Millennium Park (fantastic view of the skyline), and Soldier Field (unplanned
bathroom stop and also home of the Chicago Bears). After the bus tour we enjoyed lunch at Hard Rock Café, complete with
dancers on the bar. This video can be found on Youtube if people need to see it.... Then, the highlight of our experience:
Wicked! We traveled to the Oriental Theatre, part of Ford’'s Theatre, to see a production of Wicked that was absolutely
incredible. This was important because it exposed many of our children to their first professional live musical production. What
a show! After Wicked (and trying not to get lost in the mob of people), we boarded the busses and traveled to Ryan'’s for dinner
in Elkhart. We arrived back at CFHS at 1:45am Saturday and as usual we put our stuff away and went home.

As usual, our children were respectful of the adult chaperones on the trip and the people that were serving them. Many “please
and thank you” were heard from our children. They helped bus their own tables at the buffet on Friday night and the manager
said they were the most polite group of high school children he has EVER seen. The staff at the Hyatt also commented on how
well behaved our children are. Thank you kids for making this an enjoyable experience for your directors and chaperones.
Thank you to the chaperones for agreeing to go and watch our children to keep them safe. We represented our school very
well during this trip and everyone in Cuyahoga Falls should be proud of our Tiger Marching Band.



Concert Band Update
We are now in full swing of concert band season! All of the groups are fine-tuning their details in preparation for our upcoming
concerts. You should see your child’s instrument coming home on a regular basis. Regular individual practice will have a
dramatic impact on your child’s playing ability, the overall sound of the group, and the feeling of accomplishment that comes
with knowing you have done what you can to make your band be the best it can be! Occasionally there are playing tests during
band and people that take their instruments home and practice tend to do better on their quizzes; if you haven't seen your
child’s instrument since their last concert then maybe you should ask them where it is!

There are two upcoming concerts for high school band students. On Monday, December 10" the Symphonic Band, Gold Band,
and Jazz Ensemble will be performing their holiday concert at 7pm. The following Monday, December 17", the Black Concert
Band, Freshmen Band, and Gold Tones Jazz Orchestra perform. This concert is also at 7pm. Both concerts are free and open
to the public. Please encourage your friends, neighbors, relatives, and even perfect strangers to come hear our groups on
these dates.

All concerts and clinic / concerts are required for all high school band students. Band is co-curricular, which means that
students must fulfill the after school obligations (concerts, etc.) in order to receive a good grade. Students are expected to
schedule work, service projects, health hours, and other events around the 1-3 band events per quarter. The dates of these
events are available from your child’s band director: Symphonic and Gold (Harris), Black (DuVall), and Freshmen (Culver).
Normally we do a very good job of having children attend our events but it should be noted that missing performances
DRAMATICALLY impacts your grade.

Basketball Band Update
The Cuyahoga Falls Black Tiger Basketball band is up and running. This group performs at most of the home boys basketball
games. We meet about an hour before the game and play through a few tunes before heading into the gym. This group is
open to all high school band students (marching band and fall concert band). The schedule of games is posted throughout the
band hallway. This group is fun and only gets better as more people make a commitment to come and play!

Jazz Ensemble Update
The 7 o'clock jazz ensemble is also preparing for its 2007 debut at the December 10™ concert. This group rehearses
Wednesday and Friday mornings (occasional Thursdays as needed) at 7am in the band room. We are still looking for a guitar
player and one more trombone. Jazz Ensemble made its first festival appearance in nearly 10 years last year when they
performed at the Crestwood High School Jazz Invitational. We are currently weighing our options about where we will go this
year.

Flute Choir
Our Cuyahoga Falls High School Flute Choir, under the direction of Mrs. Culver, had its first rehearsal of the year last week.
The flute choir rehearses on Thursday afternoons from 2:45-3:30pm in room 623 (Band Room “B”). If your child plays flute they
are welcome to come and join the flute choir. We use the alto and bass flute in this group and it is a good time playing the flute.
Come join us!

Clarinet Choir
The CFHS Clarinet Choir had its first rehearsal on Monday December 3. It rehearses every Monday after school from 2:45-
3:30pm and is also directed by Mrs. Culver. This group, along with the flute choir and brass choir, usually perform at Solo and
Ensemble Contest in late January. It is not too late to sign up for either flute or clarinet choir. For information, please see Mrs.
Culver.



Mohing Bnd s

Outstanding Senior Boy/Girl : Sam Dannemiller, Cady Bruce

Outstanding Rookie Boy/Girl : Michael Weyandt, Victoria Stevens-Sommers
Most Improved Individuals : Justin Miller, Jessica Tasker

Most Improved Section : Trumpets

Most Improved Squad : #29 Brittany Pekar, Emily Ziehm, Allison Kump, Valerie
Miller

Outstanding Squad : #23 Kelsey Minarik, Kylie Walter, Hannah Williams,
Brittany Adams
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Congratulations go to seven middle school band students. They participated in a six- hour Honors Band
rehearsal held at Streetsboro Middle School on Thursday, November 15, 2007. They performed in concert
on Friday, November 16, 2007. Bolich Band Participants were, George Curfman, bassoon, Savanna
Florkowski, oboe, Vince Leiter, trumpet, and Apryl Tidd, flute. Roberts Band Participants were, Grace
Adolphson, tuba, Ashley Cottrill, flute, and Daniel Tonkin, French horn. They came home ready to share
the exciting event with all the band students. They also brought home great ideas to use during band
rehearsals. We are proud of their accomplishments!

Middle School Band Daily Schedule:

The 6", 7™ and 8" grade bands are participating in a rehearsal plan that supports the music curriculum
standards upheld by the state of Ohio. This plan provides a way for the students to continue learning new
concepts, ensemble skills, and also provides time for the students to experience a variety of music styles.

The 6" grade bands have full band on Mondays. Tuesdays they divide into woodwind sectional and
brass/percussion sectional. On Wednesdays they have full rehearsal. On Thursdays they are involved
with woodwind/brass rehearsal while the percussionists have a sectional. On Friday they experience full
band rehearsal.

7" and 8™ grade bands are using the following rehearsal/sectional plan:

Monday — Full rehearsal

Tuesday — Woodwind sectionals and brass/percussion sectionals
Wednesday — Woodwinds/brass rehearsal and percussion sectional
Thursday — Jazz band and Instrumental Enrichment class

Friday — Full rehearsal

MIDDLE SCHOOL DATES TO REMEMBER
Roberts Middle School Band Winter Concert:
Wednesday, December 12 at Cuyahoga Falls High School Auditorium
Time: 7:00 P.M.

Bolich Middle School Band Winter Concert:
Tuesday, December 18 at Cuyahoga Falls High School Auditorium
Time: 7:00 P.M.

The concerts will be held at CFHS auditorium. Each concert will begin at 7:00 P.M. The students need to
be at the high school on the night of the concert no later than 6:30 P.M. Each student should wear concert
attire: Band Polo Shirt, Khaki (tan) slacks, dark shoes or tennis shoes. A truck will be provided to
transport larger instruments to and from CFHS. Students are expected to sit together as a group and
remain until the end of the program.

Middle school parent’s, can you please help our Reverse Raffle committee?? We are making Raffle
baskets from Bolich and Robert’s Middle Schools. The Themes are:

Bolich Middle School — Coffee Lovers
Roberts Middle School — Chocolate Lovers
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Welcome to the Falls Band Newsletter! This is the first issue that is being sent to the newest members of
our band family and we would like to welcome you to our program. The newsletter is mailed out once a
month to all members of the Cuyahoga Falls band program. Here you will find information about our
programs at all levels. We hope that you enjoy the newsletter and look forward to reading it each month!

Grading Information
Students in the Fifth Grade Band will receive a grade on their report card at the end of the second and
fourth grading penods This grade will be comprised of several factors.
Attendance and participation at all band lessons an d full band rehearsal -This
includes how many times a student was late to band, how often they have forgotten
their book and instrument, as well as if they are being an active, contributing member
of the group during class.
Quizzes - Students are assigned quizzes on a weekly basis. They are expected to
practice the assigned exercises from their book and perform them for a grade.
Practice!! All students are expected to practice several times a week.

Be sure to look at the Band Report Card and the How to Practice handout that is included in this
newsletter.

Band Website
Students and their parents are encouraged to check out the band website at www.cftigerband.org. There
they will find pictures of the Fifth Grade Band at each elementary school as well as details about private
lessons and upcoming band events in the district.

Stocking Stuffers
Does Santa have any musical gifts on his sleigh? Here are some ideas!
- A box of reeds for clarinet players
New valve oil for the trumpet players
New slide oil for the trombone players
Bopeps for flute players
A metronome is a great gift for any band student
Music themed pencils and paper also make great gifts

As always, if you have any questions or concerns regarding the band program or your child’s involvement,
please do not hesitate to contact your child’s band director. Again, welcome to the family!

5" Grade Parents!! We need your help!!

The annual Reverse Raffle is being held on Saturday, February 2" The Reverse Raffle committee is
requestmg donations from all of our band students. We will be making baskets to raffle off at the event.
The 5" grade basket theme is GIFT CARDS!! If you Would like to donate a gift card or two, please have
your child bring it to their band director prior to January 25",

Also, we would love to see you attend!! Please see more information regarding the Reverse Raffle in this
newsletter.

This is one of the largest fundraisers we hold during the calendar year and the proceeds benefit all
instrumental students in grades 5 through 12. We hope you will help!!




Select a quiet area to practice in — no TV, phangtleer music
to distract you.

Set up a chair and music stand.

Locate all of your materials — pencil, folder, baatd handouts
from class.

Play each note of your scale for at least fourdeBtrass players
should buzz the mouthpiece and play the note.

Play sirens on your mouthpiece.

Listen for your tone quality.

Pay attention to your posture, playing position ambouchure.

]

Review any recently learned material and practioghang
assigned for class.

Practice for any upcoming performance or quiz.
Practice slowly.

Finger through each exercise while tapping yout fow
counting.

Play along with the CD accompaniment.

Write down any questions that you may have.

Play something you enjoy, like a favorite song frgmar book.
Play something on your instrument for a friendalative.
Make up a new song on your instrument.

Look ahead in your book and try something new With
accompaniment CD.

Clean your instrument.

Put all materials away.

>

Twenty to thirty minutes of practice time four or five times a week is the minimum amount of practice time
recommended for the average student. Practicing the same time evach day is good, but some flexibility should be
built into the schedule. Don't bring the world to a halt at 6:30 every evening because it's practice time. Kids need
time for fun and relaxation just as adults do. If the situation merits, reschedule the practice time earlier or later on. In
addition, while it may be tempting, practice time should not be used as punishment. It is our hope that students will
begin to enjoy the work that it takes to play a musical instrument and realize the vital role that practicing plays in

achieving excellence.

Practicing should be done in a an area that is free of distractions and away from the television. Good lighting, a
straight-backed chair, a mirror and music stand are essential.

Spend some time listening to your child practice. Offer constructive criticism, but choose your words carefully.

Parents can evaluate practice sessions by asking:

Am | hearing attempts at new material (such as higher notes, new rhythms, new exercises) or am |
hearing the same old tune daily? (If you only hear selections that your child can already play, then the practice time
may not be being used efficiently. A student will not improve if he/she plays the same thing over and over.)

Is the tone wuality becoming more characteristic of the instrument or is the tone harsh, unmusical or

unpleasant?

Does the familiar tune or exercise mover along steadily with some wort of fluent rhythm or is it halting

and jerky with no rhythm?

The field of instrumental music is new to your child. He/she is learning to use their facial muscles in a different way
and his/her breathing apparatus for a different purpose. There is a new language of symbols that require the use of
mind and body to translate into musical sound. All of this takes time and consistent practice. As always, if you have
any questions or concerns, please contact your child’s director.



Name

Instrument

Tone Quality

4. Performs correct notes with good tone quality.

3. Performs most notes correctly with fair tone quality.

2. Performs some notes correctly with poor tone quality.

1. Performs few notes correctly with very poor tone
quality.

Tonguing

4. Uses the tongue consistently and at the right time to
separate notes.

3. Uses the tongue most of the time when the music
indicates tonguing.

2. Uses the tongue only occasionally when the music
indicates tonguing.

1. Never uses the tongue. Slurs notes or uses air to start

the note.

Connecting Notes

4. Connect notes smoothly, even when tonguing, all the
time.

3. Connects notes smoothly most of the time.

2. Connects notes smoothly some of the time.

1

. Plays very choppily. Needs to practice making smooth

connection between notes even when tonguing.

Rhythm

4. Performs correct rhythm patterns and keeps a steady
tempo.

3. Performs most rhythm patterns correctly but does not
necessarily keep a consistent tempo.

2. Performs some rhythms correctly and does not keep a

consistent tempo.
1. Unable to perform most rhythm patterns or keep a
steady beat.

Posture

2. Student sits with good posture: sitting up straight with

feet flat on the floor, back is not touching the back of
the chair while playing. Percussion is standing up
straight, feet slightly apart, hands and arms relaxed
just above the bells.

1. Student’s posture is poor.

Grade

Gradin g Period

Hand Position

2. Student uses the correct hand position for
their instrument.

1. Student does not use the correct hand
position.

Expression

(Y=Yes, D=Developing, N=No)

Performs with good tone quality
Uses dynamics at appropriate times
Performs with appropriate phrasing
Plays expressively and musically

Conduct and Attendance

Demonstrates appropriate behavior
Has good attendance for lessons

Is on time for lessons

Number of lessons missed

Has good attendance for full band
Is on time for full band

Number of rehearsals missed
Brings instrument and book to class
Number of times missing
instrument/book

T

Preparation/Musical Independence

. Leans music independently with little or no
help from the teacher.

. Learns music independently with some help

from the teacher.

Prepares assigned music.

Prepares some assigned music.

. Prepares little or none of the assigned music;
must teach every note of song, cannot carry
one learning experience to another
composition.

N

w

ornN

Current Grade in Band:




Each month, the band directors recognize students from around the
district that are striving to exceed our expectations.

Flutist Mary Carter is from DeWitt Elementary School. = She has worked diligently to become a strong
player and band member. She consistently displays her dedication to the band by being well prepared for
class and making a positive contribution to the overall sound of the group. Great job, Mary!

Bell player Andrew Criss is the student of the month from Lincoln Elementary School.  He has become
a strong rhythm reader and is consistently well prepared for band. He works diligently to learn his part
correctly and perform it to the best of his ability. Way to go, Andrew!

Nathan Enos from Price Elementary School plays the trumpet. He has an excellent work ethic and
attempts to always do his best in band. He constantly plays the correct notes and rhythms and has
developed a good beginning sound. Fabulous, Nathan!

Trumpet player Gabrielle Samelak is from Preston Elementary School . She has a great beginning
sound and works carefully to consistently play the correct notes. She demonstrates an outstanding work
ethic by constantly being prepared for band. Thank you for your hard work, Gaby!

Veronica Steigerwald from Richardson Elementary School plays the trombone. She is a motivated
and enthusiastic member of the band. She plays her instrument very well and consistently comes to class
prepared. Outstanding work, Veronica!

At Silver Lake Elementary School, Karly Slone plays the trombone. She is an enthusiastic young lady
that is off to a great start on her instrument. She works very hard to play the correct notes and rhythms
and make a positive contribution to the band. Excellent effort, Karly!

Raelyn Roxbury is a member of the Freshman Concert Band at the high school. A bassoon player,
Raelyn has taken private lessons for several years and consistently works hard to master her instrument.
She is an asset to our band program with her hard work and dedication to excellence.

Sophomore Brittany Wade is a member of the Gold Concert Band . Brittany has just completed her first
year in the marching band and recently started taking private lessons. She is diligently working on
improving her clarinet playing skills. Thank you for your outstanding effort!

Alissa Nivens is a sophomore and member of the Black Concert Band . She recently represented the
band at a leadership conference at Camp Gideon. She has begun to take lessons on her tuba and
continues to make a positive contribution to the band program with her outstanding attitude and work
ethic. Thank you, Alissa!

Junior Cassie Ryan is a member of the Symphonic Band at the high school. A flute player, Cassie is
diligently working to prepare her music. She is to be commended for her excellent work ethic and
dedication. Great job!




IMP President
Mrs. Terri Reinhold

| cannot believe that it is already December and my family has just returned from picking out
our Christmas tree from the IMP Christmas tree sale! The trees look incredible! If you haven't
picked out a fresh tree yet, | encourage you all to please support our tree sale.

The trip to Chicago was memorable and the Marching Band students were fantastic! | cannot
say enough about how wonderful this group of students behaves and how well they are
received everywhere we go. | watched many of them drop money into the Salvation Army
buckets and hold doors for others along with always being on time everywhere we all went.
All of the parent’s of our band family should feel really proud of our children. Thank you to all of
our chaperones who didn’t get much sleep, but made sure our student’s were well taken care of
in Chicago. You are ALL appreciated!!!

Our popcorn sale should be wrapping up with all orders due on Friday, December 7™ hope
you all had the opportunity to purchase a few gifts from the great selection of popcorn.

Our next large fundraiser is the Reverse Raffle. We are asking EVERY family from grades 5

through 12 to help in some way. We need to see EVERYONE involved. We need silent # %
auction items, table sponsors and people to attend. Please consider attending this fun night
out!!! It is one month after the holidays and | know we could all use an extra $1500.00 in cash!!!
There are many concerts in the month of December and | encourage you all to think about % &M
attending both evenings of High School concerts and both evenings of middle school concerts
as well. All of these students work really hard and it would be great to have a large audience ( ) *
for them alll'! Many of our High School students also will be singing in the annual Vespers
concert on Sunday, December 9, please consider supporting them too. $

) *
| want to welcome our 5" grade families to our band family!! % &

Happy holidays from my family to yours!!

12-10-2007  Symphonic Band/Gold Band/Jazz
ensemble concert 7:00 p.m.
12-12-2007 Roberts Winter band concert
12-17-2007 Black Band/Freshman Band/Gold
Tones concert 7:00 p.m.
12-18-2007 Bolich Winter band concert

(No IMP Meeting scheduled for month of December)

1-15-2008 IMP Mtg, 7:00 p.m. CFHS Band room
ALL WELCOME!!
1-26-2008 HS Solo and Ensemble Contest

Crestwood High School, All Day

A great big THANK YOU to everyone that helped
with the hayride, especially the cooks- Doug, Rob,
Tom, and Kurt (oh and if | missed any of them).
Also, THANK YOU to the students who, as always
were well behaved, but most of all cleaned up after
themselves leaving very little for us to do at the end
of the evening. And last but not least, THANK YOU
to "Brandparent" (as he has termed the name) Larry
McCormick for driving the hay wagon all night.

Mike and Angie Hawsman

FUNDRAISER UPDATE: Marching Band
Top Sellers
Winners of the 5lb. Chocolate Bars:
Ali Clem- 17 boxes ( 884 bars)
Julie Gross-11 boxes (572 bars)

2-26-2008 and
2-27-2008  HS Bands Pre-District Concert CFHS Deanna Lees- 9 boxes (468 bars)
Top Tiger Card Seller : Brittany Wade- 35 cards

3-7-2008 or Top Entertainment Book Seller : Jessica Tasker- 50
3-8-2008 HS Bands/Choir District Contest books

Way to go!!!!!!!lll Fundraising paid the way for more to
3-12-2008  All City Jazz Concert, CFHS Chicago. DON'T FORGET-—--CANDY SALE IS STILL

GOING ON.... Call Kittie Borton @ 330-929-1372 or 330-
g:;;:gggg tshé%l':gN% BREAK 923-4633 to pick up some candy




CHRISTMAS TREE SALE!!!

Our annual Christmas Tree Sale will begin Saturday,
December 1st. NEW LOCATION THIS YEAR - at
the Laybourne Track, directly behind Bolich Middle
School. Tree sales will be from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00
p.m. Monday through Friday and from 1:00 p.m. until
5:00 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays, while supplies
last. Prices will range from $28.00 to $40.00 and we
will be selling freshly cut Ohio grown Scotch Pine,
Frazier Fur and Douglas Fir.

All proceeds of the sale will benefit the IMP general
fund - so please come out and support our hard
working band students and purchase your holiday
tree!

Any questions please call: Mark or Debby Menegos,
330-940-3391 or 330-351-1157; or Chuck Stadelman,
330-929-8141.

(If you are willing to help with the tree sales please
cal Mark or Debby, or email Debby at
tealuva@sbcglobal.net)

The Reverse Raffle is coming up on February 2,
2008. It is the last major fundraiser of the
school year for the IMP. Families of music
students at every level are asked to donate to
one of the baskets to be raffled off that night.
The theme of the high school basket is "Family
Night Out". We're hoping for 100% participation
from all families in some way. Donating a gift
certificate/gift card to the basket is an easy way
to contribute. Gift cards in an envelope marked
"IMP Reverse Raffle Basket" can be given to Mr.
Duvall or dropped in the slot in Closet #10 in the
band room. It would be helpful to mark the
value of the gift card (if not already marked).
This fundraiser promises to be a fun time and |
hope you will consider attending.
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The Cuyahoga Falls Instrumental Music Patrons
cordially invite you to join us at:
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